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Keeladi



Archaeology Economic 

development and Education  

 Archaeology and Local Development

 Preservation of Megalithic Burial Sites

 Development of Site Museums 

 Community as custodians 

 More large scale excavations of Archaeological Sites

 Maritime Heritage Museum at Kodungalur



Edakkal-Teyyam/Komaram-Brahmi/Tamil 

Brahmi-Sangam Poems as world Heritage

 World Heritage Convention of UNESCO

 No World Heritage Site in Kerala 

 Tangible and Intangible Heritage Link 

 Triangulation of 1) Edakkal Engravings Tangible Heritage 

 2) Teyyam/Komaram – Intangible Heritage

 3) Sangam Tamil texts –Memory of the World Register  4) natural heritage

 1972 World Heritage Convention which provides the basis for protecting 
outstanding cultural and natural sites; 

 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, which 
foregrounds oral traditions, knowledge systems, and ritual practices

 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage, which 
safeguards submerged archaeological remains of ships, ports, and trade 
networks; 

 UNESCO Programs and Initiatives such as Memory of the World Program

















Sangam literature: Velan Veriyatal

 Many poems 

 An interesting parallel for such images occur in the Velan Veriyadal

of the early historic period occurring in the early Tamil texts. 

Purananuru 292: 3 mentions that Velan performs possessed dance 

and wants the sacrifice of young, tender goat; he dances with 

garlands on his neck. 



Brahmi/Tamil Brahmi 

and later Scripts



2031 vision 
 Target oriented Plan for Kerala Archaeology

 Excavation of two archaeological Sites every Year  

 Institute of Archaeology, Museum and Archives

 Collaboration with State Agencies : Universities, Colleges, KCHR, CHS  

 Offering Financial Support for Survey and Research 

 Offering Doctoral and Post Doctoral Fellowships  

 Creation of Excavation sites for Five Years in Kerala 

 Research on Local history

 Research on Prehistory

 Research on Historical Period 

 Creation of Archaeological Team 



2031 Vision
 Training Programmes on Archaeology and Sciences 

 Salvage Excavation Team : Development and Destruction of 
Archaeological sites

 Creation of Site Museums 

 Modernizing Museums

 Digitization  

 Museum  Public and Student Outreach activities: Workshops

 Integrate Archaeology in History in the colleges and Universities 
(Interdisciplinary –Archaeoanthropohistory”

 Annual Conferences and workshops 

 Workshops for School and College Teachers on Kerala History 

 Public Archaeology and the public interest “History of India should 
begin in Tamiraparani river valley”   



 Database on Archaeology 



Proposed work of capacity building 

 Scientific analysis : training 

 Retraining 

 Internship 


